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U.8. forees were ovdered 47 \

oross the
st oweek
“0ONS
siueexisting sanctuaries there
ad trying to establish new
Lapply lines to ke sea, Vice
resident Agnew said yester-
ay. )

Agnew's ¢xplanation, on the
V interview program “Face

Fecouse Communist

were exiending iaecir

fie Natien” (CBS, WTOD),
dded somc detail to the ra-
ionale previously advanced

9y President Nixon and other
afficials.
While . Prince Norodom Si-
qanouk was in gsower in Camn-
podia, Aunew s, “the ability
of the Cominunists to supply
nind build and extend the sane-
suarics was marginal because
Kilcre was a certain amount of
reoulation of the port of Si-
fianoukville . .7
Since Sihanouk's overihrow
wn March 18, “and even hefore
1ihat, there had been efforts to
extend and consolidate and
magnify the capahilities of
these sanctuaries. ... Now
that the Communists are
cicarly trying to establish an
unencumbered access to the
sca, through which supplies
can corne to these sanctuaries
in great quantity, we feel the
security of American forces is¢
seriously  threatened,” the
Vice President said.
But Defense Secretary Mel-
vin R. Laird, in a copyrighted
interview published last night
in the magazine U.S. News and
World Report, rated such
- Cambodian supply routes as
:less important than the pres-
Zence of the sanctuaries them-
Zselves. S

“If the North Vietnamese
were to conirol Cambodia,
they would have free access:
to ports and beaches there,)
and could move supplies with-ii
!out restriction,” Laird said.

But lack of such access’
would not be fatal to thc
encmy, he went on “They
could expand the usc of over-
land routes through Laos. This
would take longe: and be inef-
Jicient, but they could do that.
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Tﬁe Washington Post

April 4, 1970

The town of Mimot in Cambedia has been under heavy
. allied air attack., The darkly shaded part of North
Vietnam indicates area of new U.S. bombing.

- Agnew and Laird appeared
to differ on Cambodia's capac-
ity to resist a Communist
takeover.

“There is no question in my
mind that the North Vietnam-

. ese forces, if they were al-

“Ifanoi, however, simply.
cannot fight the kind of war it
is now fighting without Caiie
podian sancturaries. Over the
past two years, these sanctu-
aries have Dbecomie . increus-
ingly important. They permit-
ted Hanoi to largely control
the casualty and loss rate of
its forces. When Communist
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. efforts against Cambodia,
st . could probably defeat the
forces g"t}"{‘)“ badly :&auled ﬁni Cambodian army,” Laird said. |
Vietnam, Hanoi cou Simp.y i agnew, stressing that “we
pull them _pack }nto Cambodia havg no'responsibaility to the
to rest, refit, pick up replacé-  ~ympodians” and have “abso-l
ments and supplies andl be: 1utely not” undertaken any ob-!
“readied to go back and fight ligation to defend the Lon Nol‘
again in South Vietnam at  oiuormment in case the Cor:
times and places of Hanol's; ‘nynigts move against its capl
choosing,” Laird said. | {al of Phnom Penk, said, “I as-
«Phus, if Cambodia were 10} " gume that the Cambodians
be taken over by the Commu-| will take stéps to proteet their
nists and Hanol was able to|  country.” .
use these sanctuaries without! - Both- Agnew and Laird por-\
" even the limited restrainis; yayed the North Victnamese|

would be faced with a s.cr'xous
threat to the Vietnamization
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ave Dodn inoa war
venrs and vears and wheys
qaite debilitated and goels
i ALnOW  su “There;
Tas oocn & great diminution in
vielr ceonability wnd in their’
activity in recent years.” i

Taird spcke of the 4(),0(‘;0}
North Vietnamese troops im
Cambodia as “iin Jown,” nd)

caiG  “stme  obscrvers feel!
Hanol. sctting spread pretiy|
thin, with such long supplyi
lines.”

The Laird interview, re-|
corded calv in the wek and)
updated on Friday after thej

speceh, was not)
on the Cambodiani
sanctuarics aciion. Agnew, int
his television appearance yE5|
terday, went into raueh more;
‘details ?

He disputed an interviewer's
comment that similar opera-
tions in Souta Vietnam bave
£ailed to desiroy enemy bases

there.
“All we have done so far is
sweop,” - Agnow  said. “You

can’t do this with « sweep. Our
wroops are moving in, we arc
sweening, we are then going 1o
consoliciate our positions and
provide for our own security,
and i, latter days o tkis
opcration will be devoted en-
tirely to a search and destruc
tion of these installaticis. We
have anever done that belore
... We have never attempted
to destroy & hezdquarters or
major installatiosn such  asj
this.”
“we Jdor’t jatend ‘o take|
jorever o compicie this opera-|
tion ané we are going to send i
what fc.-ce is nccessary io do
it,” Agnew said. He discicsed
- that “we aave ouder troops on.
‘glandoy” in cuse the 3,600 to-
£ 10,000 soldiers now attacking
‘he sanciuaries are unable to
finish e iob within the
i eight-wees  peried he calicd
“the outside iimit that was dis.
cussed” by v - admiais radien,
“i'o mistaxes in the past,”;

he said, “have been to somc:
extent the iact thai, in em-.
ploying our fordes, we have
ways utiiéea hem in _
ments and fractions t0 meet:
the bare minimal require-
ments, which were constantly
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e President
Le {hai mis-

‘tana

Seereiary of State William!
rs, interviewed for a:
,‘CB% ﬂo\"q program on the

'Cambodian war last night,
idl.bO stressed that the attack
ron ke sanctuaries was “only
;going to last six to eight
weeks . .. If this is going to-
last longer than eight weeks,
I think there’d be serious
doubt about it."”

Agnew's statements drew
immediate  criticism  from
Democratic National Chair-
man Lawrence F. O'Brien that
“‘t‘ne Nixon administration’s
iaction of the past week signi- .
fies a major escalation of the . .
war in Indochina ... the
;American policy of disengage-
Imcnt has ended.”
| Agnew’s comments, O'Brien .
:ch.uved point to “the estab-

shment of ‘a new front in
Cmmodm and a ncw, pro-
‘longed ground war whxcn the
Vice President mmsclf admlt-
.ted we could not win.”
i Agnew, insisting that the
‘purpose of the Carmbodian op-

eration wa: comxstent with

iLh(, adrainistration’s " goal ol R
| “compleie withdrawal ang sep-

‘arm'on from tms conilict,”
had said it was “perfectly ob-
‘vious” that the United States
“'ul’t win a ground war m
Asia”

The lack of contact with thc
cnemy in the first stages of!
the operation was no surprise,:
the Vice President said. ‘“The!
expectation was that . .. the
[Communists, being surprised}
{—as they were heavily sur-
i prised—would fall back, and!
ithat we would not encounter|
much in the way of enemy re-
sistance in the early cays and
possibly,.depending upon their
' capability to mount some kind
iof counteroffenswe. none at
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; all” .
Rogers, on the other hand,
said, ‘Wcll we haven't, of :

course, encountered the oppo-
sition we thought we might.”

“What we are frying to get
at is facilities, not men,”
Agnew declared. “We are
Itrymg to destroy the capabil-.
i ify, the logistical capability to!
mount offenswes into South|

1 Vietnam,” il ,

Approved For Release 2004/03/25 : CIA-RDP80T01629R000300070054-§



